Dear Mr Overall, 
I represent residents who live along Boxted Road, Colchester. Together residents, along with supporters of Colchester United, have been very concerned about the unsafe and very dangerous nature of Boxted Road for pedestrians ever since the new foot football stadium was built at Cuckoo Farm in August 2008. Boxted Road is now a major route for shuttle buses to and from the stadium and it's also a route used by hundreds of pedestrians going to and from matches. 

The road is nothing more than a narrow country road, with a narrow pavement on one side of it only and there are no street lights along the stretch from United Way to Chesterwell Mews. This only adds to the dangers pedestrians face.

Due to pedestrian safety Essex police decided Boxted Road was an unsafe route for pedestrians whilst motorists use the road. They therefore, as from August 2008, decided to close the road, without advance notice after every football match. During these road closures residents are denied access to their homes and only due to our continued pressure placed on Colchester Council, over a very long period of time have we  finally been able to obtain approval from them that future road closures, (from January 2010) will be put on a formal footing where all closures will be planned and resident access will be maintained during the closure. 

However, this cannot be considered a long term solution and we believe road closures would not be necessary if the highway was upgraded by widening the pavement, installing street lighting and pedestrian safety barriers along the section of Boxted Road from its junction with United Way to Chesterwell Mews. The aim is to provide a safer route for pedestrians while the road can remain open to vehicles and residents. Residents and Supporters together lobbied Colchester Council Highways Committee, in March 2009, to seek funding approval and subsequently during September and October this year we organised a petition amongst residents and supporters in an attempt to gather depth of feeling from those who are impacted by the road closures  and the dangers this road presents to pedestrians, particularly in the dark, where incidentally we have already witnessed a supporter who fell in the dark and had to be taken to hospital. 

We presented our petition, with over 1000 signatures and 69 letters of support, to Mrs Turrell, as the Leader of Colchester Council on 21st October. Mrs Turrell has subsequently written to me saying Colchester Council is very supportive of our concerns but the issues we raised fall within the remit of Essex County Council. She confirmed the petition had been forwarded to you as Essex County Council has the responsibility for highways safety. You may be aware that originally, during the stadium planning stages, Essex County Council did object to Boxted Road being used as a route to and from the football stadium on the very grounds that have now proven it be an unsafe route. However, Colchester Planners ignored the objections and therefore we are now in a situation where Essex County Council is saying "we told you so" and Colchester Borough Council are saying "they are not the funding authority for highways".  

We now believe it is time to put aside the issues of who was to blame for the original failures and get Colchester Borough Council and Essex County Council around the table to agree a way forward to provide funding that will improve the road for pedestrians, without the need to close it every time a match is played at the stadium. 

Please can you confirm you have received our petition from Mrs Turrell and could you please advise on the way forward so Boxted Road can be bought to a standard where pedestrians are safe and residents can have free, uninterrupted access to their homes without having to endure road closures in the future. 


Yours sincerely, 


Mal Nicholson
