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September 1, 2009 







      Date:  
Re: Highway Improvements to Boxted Road, Colchester

Dear Mrs Turrell,  
For the past year Essex Police have closed Boxted Road following Colchester United football matches at the new Community Stadium. The road closures are made in the interests of safety of pedestrians because the stretch of road between United Way and the St Paul’s turn off is considered to be dangerous for pedestrians. The road is unlit and the pavement is very narrow. Because of this, supporters walk on the carriageway. Recently, after an evening match, a supporter fell and an ambulance was called to assist him.
During the road closure residents are denied access to their homes, without notice. Supporters, who use the shuttle buses to Bruff Close, are delayed and the road suffers severe congestion caused by through traffic not being diverted away from the road closure.

Residents and supporters representatives attended Colchester Councils Highways Panel meeting on 12th March 2009 to lobby the borough Highways Committee to approval funding for these essential works to Boxted Road. The committee allocated a “low priority” status to the project and therefore the works were not considered essential. I believe that decision was wrong, particularly as everyone has been aware that Boxted Road is considered unsafe for the high volumes of pedestrians who use it on match days. 
I believe there is an urgent need to improve and widen the pavement along Boxted Road, between United Way and the St Paul’s Hospital turn off. It is also essential to install street lighting and install pedestrian safety barriers that will ensure pedestrians are kept safe on the pavement and away from traffic. This will enable the road to remain open for supporter’s buses, residents and through traffic.

When completed it will provide a safer environment for pedestrians when they leave the stadium and the road can remain open for everyone to freely use, without a need for a formal road closure.  
I respectfully ask you, as the leader of Colchester Council and as an Essex County Councilor, to consider the urgency of this request and to take immediate action to ensure both Colchester Borough Council and Essex County Council jointly agrees to approve the funding for these urgent works and that the work is scheduled as soon as possible. 

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Name
Mrs Anne Turrell


Leader of the Council


Colchester Borough Council


Town Hall


High Street


Colchester


CO1 1FL








From:












